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| am very disturbed that Republicans, in defending Guantanamo Bay prison are using the
worst possible argument focusing on the potential release of 17 Uighurs rather than
bloodthirsty terrorists. The facts are clear, the Uighurs are not enemy combatants. They are
friends and admirers of the United States. Their enemies are the dictators in Beijing who rule
over the People’s Republic of China and invaded and now occupy the Uighur’s country, East
Turkestan. The Bush Administration that held the Uighurs in Guantanamo labeled them
terrorists to appease the Chinese government in a pathetic attempt to gain its support at the
beginning of the war against Iraq and to assure its continued purchases of U.S. treasuries.
Many, if not all the negative allegations against the Uighurs can be traced back to Chinese
intelligence, whose purpose is to snuff out an independence movement that challenges the
communist bosses in Beijing. No patriot, no Republican, should fall for this manipulation which
has us doing Beijing’s bidding. It is a travesty. Former Speaker Newt Gingrich has been in the
forefront of defending a miscarriage of justice and service to Communist China’s dictator.

As early as 2003 for ten, and continuing through 2008 for the others, the U.S. military
concluded that the Uighurs should be released. These determinations were predicted on
findings that each Uighur does not pose a continuing threat to the United States or its allies in
the ongoing conflict against al-Qaeda. Two judges on the DC federal panel that reviewed the
Uighurs’ case, were appointed by Republicans. The court found that the Uighurs had been
turned in by Pakistani villagers, not caught on the battlefield and also acknowledged that no
source document evidence was introduced to indicate the Uighurs had actually joined the East
Turkestan Islamic Movement (ETIM), or that they had personally committed any hostile acts
against the United States or its coalition partners. This is moot, however, because the court
also recognized that there was a failure to establish ETIM as being associated with al-Qaeda or
the Taliban and because of this found that there was insufficient evidence to classify the
Uighurs as enemy combatants.

The Uighurs were also recommended for release because there is “substantial support”
for the claim that the source of the evidence against them was China and that the Judges
determined that the case “maintains that Chinese reporting on the subject of the Uighurs
cannot be regarded as objective, and offers substantial support for that proposition as wel
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An FBI agent reported that the “Uighurs are moderate Muslims who occupied East
Turkestan, which was taken over by the Chinese and renamed the Xinjiang province of China.
The Uighurs were offered land in Afghanistan in order to gather personnel opposing Chinese
oppression...Uighurs considered themselves to be fighting for democracy, and they idolized the



United States. Although the Uighurs are Muslim, their agenda did not appear to include Islamic
radicalism.”

Many conservatives knowledgeable about the facts have also come out in opposition to
holding the Uighurs. This list includes Mickey Edwards, President, Aspen Institute, Lecturer at
the Woodrow Wilson School of Princeton University; Thomas B. Evans, Jr., Former Member of
Congress (R-Del.) and former co-chairman of the Republican National Committee, Bruce Fein,
former Associate Deputy Attorney General to Ronald Reagan, David Keene, Chairman, American
Conservative Union, William S. Sessions, former director of the FBI, former Chief Judge of the
U.S. District Court for the Western District of Texas; JohnW. Whitehead, President, The
Rutherford Institute; Lawrence B. Wilkerson, former Chief of Staff to Secretary of State Colin
Powell.

An ongoing attempt to appease Communist China is behind the detention of the 17
Uighurs currently being held in Guantanamo. By detaining the Uighurs, the United States is an
accomplice in China’s discrimination against the Uighur people and the illegal occupation of
East Turkestan and we should recognize this. A FBI report noted that Communist Chinese
agents were allowed in to Guantanamo in 2002 to interrogate, torture and threaten the
Uighurs, even though the Unites States has condemned China’s human rights abuses of the
Uighurs (Why can Chinese Communist interrogators have access to these people on an
American military base but not Members of Congress?). Amnesty International has found that
China “continues to brutally suppress any peaceful political, religious and cultural activities of
Uighurs, and enforce a birth control policy that compels minority Uighur women to undergo
forced abortions and sterilizations.” How could we not see that by detaining these men we
were only participants in China’s hateful and discriminatory policies?

The Republican Party should not be in the business of supporting the Chinese
Communist Party’s self serving version of what is right and what is wrong. We need to admit
that it was a mistake to hold Uighurs and we must release them immediately.



