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Michael K. Young, Dean of the George Washington University Law School in Washington, D.C., has been reappointed to
the Commission on International Religious Freedom by Senate Majority Leader Trent Lott. Mr. Young will serve until May
14, 2003. He previously served as a Commissioner during the May 15, 1999 to May 14, 2001 term.Dean Young served
as the Commission's Vice Chairman from June 1999 to June 2000. He joined the George Washington University Law
School as Dean in 1998 after serving as the Fuyo Professor of Japanese Law and Legal Institutions at the School of Law
of Columbia University. He also served as Director of the Center for Japanese Legal Studies, the Center for Korean
Legal Studies, and the Project on Religion, Rights, and Religious Freedom at Columbia University. During the
administration of President George Bush, he served as Ambassador for Trade and Environmental Affairs, Deputy Under
Secretary for Economic and Agricultural Affairs, and Deputy Legal Adviser to the U.S. Department of State.The
Commission consists of nine voting Commissioners and the Ambassador-at-Large for International Religious Freedom,
who is a non-voting member. Three Commissioners are selected by the President, two by the leaders of the President's
party in Congress, and four by the congressional leaders of the other party. Commissioners serve for a two-year term
and are eligible for reappointment. Dean Young is the second Commissioner to be named for the term May 15, 2001 to
May 14, 2003, joining Nina Shea, who was appointed by Speaker of the House J. Dennis Hastert.
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