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Thanks, Felice, I'm used to

pinch-hitting up here, so no problem. 

You know, for six years now, the genocide has unfolded.  For four years now, we've watched the

implementation of the CPA, rocky as it is, slowly, steadily grind to a slower

and slower pace.  And during this time,

we've hoped for a game-changer - something that would shake up the deadly

status quo that has led to 2.5 million freshly dug graves in southern Sudan and in Darfur.  While I think, finally, we have
that

potential game-changer in the pending arrest warrant for President Bashir for

the crimes of genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity.  Now, the chorus of diplomats and academics

around the world are demanding that we delay justice in the hopes - in the

prayer - that peace may come someday.





 





Well, I beg to differ.  During my eight trips to Darfur, now, in the

last four or five years and a number of trips into southern Sudan with Ted Dagne

and others in this room, I found that this place, Darfur, is - and the

returning southerners going back to their villages - they don't see the

disconnect between justice and peace that everyone writes about and talks about

throughout the world.  And over and over,

they've told me and I'm sure they've told the congresspersons here in the panel

and perhaps some of the commission representatives in your trips, "How can you

have peace when Bashir has tried to exterminate us, you know?  How can you have peace without justice?"  





 





That's their question.  Now, the Obama administration and the United

States Congress have a real opportunity now, today, at this moment, to

influence the situation in Sudan

very directly.  We need a public

component to our strategy and a private component to that strategy.  Publicly, the U.S. needs to align itself and then

work assiduously for peace.  They need to

name that high-level envoy as everyone, I think, has suggested here, preceding

me.  And a team, like we had - like the

Bush administration assembled for the conclusion of the CPA - underneath

Senator Danforth working the issues night and day, worked with the Europeans, worked

with the Africans to bring that peace deal to a conclusion.
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We need to replicate that process

for Darfur and continue that process for the implementation of the CPA so that the

special envoy is the head, but the body has to include the personnel and assets

and resources necessary to make peace possible. 

And we need to bring China, bring Saudi Arabia, bring Egypt and other

countries that are slowly, increasingly concerned with Bashir and the liability

that he represents to their investments and to their broader, regional

strategies - we need to bring those countries along in our strategy for

bringing about change in Sudan.  And the U.S.

is singularly positioned to lead diplomatically to do that.  





 





That's the public component. Privately,

though, and equally important, I think, the U.S. should work to build support,

internationally, for accountability for the crime of genocide, for the kind of

crimes against humanity that have been committed in Darfur and in Southern

Sudan for 20-some years.  We need to help

create a cost for a regime whose head will, in the course of the next week or

two, become an indicted war criminal.  We

need to give the opportunity to ambitious elements within the ruling party, the

National Congress Party in Khartoum, to press

for Bashir's removal and to give the Arab states and China space to do the same in order

to protect their investments and their policies and strategies.





 





We don't need megaphone diplomacy

right now on this issue.  This isn't the U.S.

versus Bashir.  That's a losing

proposition with Gaza and Iraq in the background.  We need to be working much more quietly on

this particular issue of a replacement, of a change - basically, a peaceful

regime change - to give the vast majority of Sudanese people an opportunity to

see peace come to their country.  So this

is our chance, in conclusion.  It's the

best opportunity, as counterintuitive as it sounds, with the CPA on life

support and Darfur deteriorating every day. I think this is the best chance

we've had for peace in the last quarter-century.  Will the Obama administration and Congress

rise to the challenge?  Well, if they

listen to the commission's recommendations and to the members of Congress that

preceded me at this podium, we have a chance. 

Thank you very much, Felice.
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