
December 6, 2000: Commission To Issue Report Card on Religious Freedom on Eve
of Human Rights Day

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
December 6, 2000Contact: 
Lawrence J. Goodrich, Communications Director, (202) 523-3240, ext. 27

WHAT: The U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom will hold a press conference to release its report
critiquing the implementation of the International Religious Freedom Act (IRFA) and the State Department's second
Annual Report on International Religious Freedom. In its report, the Commission assesses the effectiveness of the IRFA
process as it has been enforced by the Administration and Congress in its second year. Commission Chairman Elliott
Abrams and Commissioner Nina Shea will conduct the press conference.WHEN: Friday, December 8, 2000 at 10:00
a.m.WHERE: Room 2200, Rayburn House Office BuildingBACKGROUND: One of the guiding purposes and principles
behind the IRFA is to make the issue of international religious freedom an integral part of this nation's foreign policy
agenda. Many conditions of religious persecution around the world can be alleviated by careful, committed action by the
United States. If the IRFA process is working properly and vigorously, much more attention will be paid to the issue of
religious freedom as a matter of U.S. foreign policy. With Human Rights Day on Sunday, December 10, the
Commissioners will address the effectiveness of the IRFA process and the Administration's handling of this issue as a
foreign policy matter. Copies of the report will be available on Friday, December 8 and can be obtained by contacting the
Commission's communications department at (202) 523-3240. The report can also be found on the Commission's Web
site at www.uscirf.gov.
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