Alimujiang Yimiti (m)

Adoption Status: Adopted by Representative Lynn Jenkins (R-KS)
Country: China

Occupation: Uyghur Christian from Xinjiang Province

Detained Since: January 12, 2008

Charges: “Leaking state secrets to foreigners”

Sentence: 20 years in prison and deprivation of political rights.

Additional: While working at a British agri-food company, Alimujiang was the leader of a house
church in the city of Kashgar. On September 13, 2007, the Kashgar Religious Affairs Bureau ruled
that “Alimujiang Yimiti since 2002 has illegally engaged in religious infiltration under the guise
of work, spreading Christianity among the Uyghur people, distributing Christian propaganda and
growing [the number of] Christian believers.” On January 12, 2008, the Kashgar police criminally
detained Alimujiang on “suspicion of inciting subversion of state power” and “leaking state secrets
overseas.” On 12 September 2008, the United Nations Working Group on Arbitrary Detention
ruled in its No. 28 document that Alimujiang’s arrest and detention had been arbitrary. In a secret
trial on 6 August, the Kashgar Intermediate People’s Court sentenced Alimujiang to fifteen years
in prison for the crime of “leaking state secrets to foreigners.” On 16 March 2010, the Xinjiang
Uyghur Autonomous Region Higher People’s Court, without holding a hearing and barring
lawyers from court, upheld the Intermediate Court’s sentence and added a five-year sentence of
deprivation of political rights.
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