
Tenzin Delek Rinpoche (m) 

Adoption Status: Not Adopted  

Country: China  

Occupation: Tibetan Buddhist leader from Garze, Sichuan. Delek has 

advocated for the protection and preservation of Tibetan culture, religion, 

and way of life.  Over the years, he has built monasteries, provided 

education for children in remote rural areas, established Buddhist 

institutions, and promoted social activism in Tibet. In the 1980s, his 

Holiness the Dalai Lama recognized him as a reincarnated Lama, a title 

given to those are permitted to teach the Dharma, for his commitment as 

a Buddhist monk 

Detained Since: N/A 

Charges: “Inciting splittism” 

Sentence: Originally sentenced to death. Due to international pressure, this sentence was later 

commuted to life in prison.  

Additional: On April 7, 2002, the government claimed that Delek was involved in bomb blast that 

occurred on April 3rd in Chengdu, the capital of China’s Sichuan.  The evidence linking him to 

this crime was based on a confession made by a relative of Delek’s during a torture session.  

However, the relative later retracted his statement, claiming that Delek was not involved in the 

attack.  

In efforts to free Delek, 40,000 Tibetans, in November 2009, signed a petition asking for a re-trial.  

Additionally, during that same month, 70 Tibetans were arrested for their participation in a hunger 

strike that was conducted county seat of Lithang.  The case has stirred international controversy 

for its procedural violations and lack of transparency.  

According to the Tibetan Center for Human Rights and Democracy, Delek is in poor health with 

a worsening heart condition and having suffered nervous breakdowns. 
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