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WHO WE ARE

The U.S. Commission on International Religious Free-
dom (USCIRF) is an independent, bipartisan U.S. federal
government commission created by the 1998 Interna-
tional Religious Freedom Act (IRFA) that monitors the
universal right to freedom of religion or belief abroad.
USCIRF uses international standards to monitor viola-
tions of religious freedom or belief abroad and makes
policy recommendations to the President, the Secretary
of State, and Congress. USCIRF Commissioners are
appointed by the President and Congressional leaders
of both political parties. The Commission’s work is sup-
ported by a professional, nonpartisan staff of regional
subject matter experts. USCIRF is separate from the
State Department, although the Department’s Ambas-
sador-at-Large for International Religious Freedom is a

non-voting, ex officio Commissioner.

WHAT IS RELIGIOUS FREEDOM

Inherent in religious freedom is the right to believe or
not believe as one’s conscience leads, and live out one’s
beliefs openly, peacefully, and without fear. Freedom of
religion or beliefis an expansive right that includes the
freedoms of thought, conscience, expression, associa-
tion, and assembly. While religious freedom is Ameri-
ca’s first freedom, it also is a core human right interna-
tional law and treaty recognize; a necessary component
of U.S. foreign policy and America’s commitment to
defending democracy and freedom globally; and a vital
element of national security, critical to ensuring a more
peaceful, prosperous, and stable world.
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or more than 15 years, the U.S. Commission on

International Religious Freedom (USCIRF) has

reviewed and analyzed content in Saudi gov-
ernment textbooks that were found to promote hatred
and violence toward religious minorities and others.
The results of this analysis have appeared in USCIRF’s
annual reports and separate stand-alone reports on
the topic. Moreover, inflammatory language is not
confined to textbooks distributed within Saudi Arabia.
Saudi textbooks containing such language continue to
surface in numerous countries around the world. For
example, in 2008, USCIRF reported on passages incit-
ingintolerance and violence in high school textbooks
used at the Islamic Saudi Academy (ISA) in Alexan-
dria, Virginia. At the time, the ISA operated under the
auspices of the Saudi Embassy in Washington, DC and
used some textbooks published by the Saudi Ministry
of Education.

For years, the Saudi government has stated publicly
and privately that it was making progress by reviewing
and revising its textbooks. In July 2006, the Saudi gov-
ernment confirmed to the United States that, by 2008,
itwould revise and update its textbooks to remove all
language disparaging non-Muslims or promoting hatred

toward other religions and religious groups. Neverthe-
less, this and other subsequent deadlines were not met.
Since then, USCIRF has acknowledged the Saudi gov-
ernment’s incremental progress in revising its textbooks
that reflect an overall trend toward greater tolerance, but
efforts remain incomplete.

In addition, USCIRF has consistently raised its con-
cern in meetings with Saudi government officials during
visits to the Kingdom in 2007, 2011, 2013, 2017, and 2018
and during numerous meetings with Saudi officials in
Washington, DC. In March 2018, USCIRF delivered a
letter conveying concern over intolerant content in the
2017-2018 textbooks to Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman during his visit to Washington, DC.

In May 2018, USCIRF released a Special Report on
select high school textbooks identifying several areas
of concern. This report by an independent contractor
examined textbooks from the 2017-2018 academic year.
Unlike past revisions to textbooks where progress had
been made, these most recent texts contained several
intolerant and inflammatory passages that are cited by
the report. Overall, these textbooks represented back-
sliding from earlier versions that were trending toward

more tolerance and understanding.
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his follow-on contracted study reviews 22 middle

and high school textbooks published by the Saudi

government for the 2017-2018 academic year,
including the 12 high school books previously reviewed by
USCIRF in its May 2018 Special Report. The books number
more than 3,000 pages and primarily focus on religious
subjects. For comparison, the study also includes two
middle school texts on social and national studies.

Intolerant content is scattered throughout many of

the books. This intolerance is reflected in the com-
mentary and interpretations offered by the textbooks.
Whereas the middle school curriculum and books
generally dwell on developing “right” belief, the
high school books focus on inculcating appropriate
responses by society and the individual to those with
“wrong” beliefs. They teach that those who worship dif-
ferently from the Saudi state-sanctioned interpretation
of Islam are polytheists who will go to hell regardless

of their good deeds. Shi’a and Sufi veneration of the
gravesites of prophets is dismissed as “heresy” while
criticism of Islam is deemed “apostasy,” for which the
textbook endorses the death penalty. The textbooks
caution students to avoid friendship with members of
other religions. They also encourage both violent and
non-violent jihad against non-believers. Finally, the
passages espouse the death penalty for women who
have an affair, and for gay men.

The textbooks examined in this study are more
intolerant than the six religious books from 2012-2014
reviewed in a previous internal analysis by USCIRF. They
are even more intolerant than the 2011-2012 textbooks
studied by the International Center for Religion and
Diplomacy (ICRD), which identified many troubling pas-
sages. The 2017-2018 books are more akin to Saudi text-
books from the early years of the previous decade before
the Saudi government promised to reform its curricula.
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wenty-two books are included in this review. All

but two have to do with religious studies, which

is where most of the worrisome content was
found in previous years:

Middle School Curriculum (2017-2018)
Grade 1
Jurisprudence (Figh) - 1st Semester
Hadith - 1st Semester
Hadith - 2nd Semester
Interpretation (Tafsir) - 1st Semester
Interpretation (Tafsir) - 2nd Semester
Monotheism (Tawhid) - 1st Semester
Monotheism (Tawhid) - 2nd Semester

Social and National Studies - 1st Semester

Grade 2
Jurisprudence (Figh) - 1st Semester

Social and National Studies - 2nd Semester

Standard High School Curriculum
(2017-2018)

Shared Program
Hadith 1

Interpretation (Tafsir) 1
Monotheism (Tawhid) 1

Jurisprudence (Figh) 1

Specialized Program
Hadith 2

Interpretation (Tafsir) 2
Monotheism (Tawhid) 2

Jurisprudence (Figh) 2

Optional Program
Jurisprudence (Figh) 3

Quarterly High School Curriculum
(2017-2018)

Monotheism (Tawhid) 1 - Quarterly
Qur’an Sciences (Ulum al-Qur’an) 1 - Quarterly
Jurisprudence (Figh) 1 - Quarterly
The following discussion contains representative mate-
rial arranged by theme and concludes by comparing the

2017-2018 textbooks with previous textbooks from the
early 2010s.
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Polytheism

One of the principle tenets of Wahhabism is the worship of God alone. Failure to do so is
condemned as “polytheism” (shirk), worshipping something alongside God. Polytheists,
according to Wahhabis, are not merely people who worship multiple gods; they are also

people who worship God improperly (i.e., equate a non-Islamic deity with the God of

Islam), including Jews, Christians, and even fellow believers like the Shi'a and Sufis.!

In Wahhabi theology, polytheists of all stripes are destined for hell regardless of

their good deeds. These doctrines are reflected in passages found in the middle school

textbooks on monotheism:
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“Belief in one God is the basis for any act to be accepted, for God does not accept
the actions of polytheists even if the act is outwardly righteous, such as charity, and
kind acts, etc.” (Monotheism (Middle School - Grade 1 - 1st Semester): 18)

“Paradise is only entered by those who believe in one God, and it is forbidden by
God for the polytheists. The evidence of this is in the verse, ‘God has forbidden par-
adise for whomever equates any other deity with God. His abode will be hellfire and
those oppressors will have no supporters.” (Monotheism (Middle School - Grade

1 - 1st Semester): 32)

“"God does not accept any action, even if it looks good on its face, unless it is accom-
panied by monotheism.” (Monotheism (Middle School - Grade 1 - 1st Semester): 49)

“The greatest polytheism [shirk]:
1) It places one outside of Islam

2) One who professes it is not forgiven for it at all; but, if someone repents properly
before he dies, God will forgive him.

3) It supplants all his other actions

4) He is banished forever to hellfire.” (Monotheism (Middle School - Grade 1 - 1st
Semester): 75)

"God does not accept any action by someone who equates other deities called God
with Him, even if the act is good on its face, such as charity or kind acts.” (Monothe-
ism (Middle School - Grade 1 - 1st Semester): 78)

“A hadith by Abd Allah bin Masud says, ‘l asked the Prophet what is the greatest sin
in the sight of God? He said to equate any other being with God because He created
you. Then | said, that is truly great. And what is next? He said to kill your son because
you cannot feed him [i.e., abortion]. Then | said what is next? He said to sleep with
your neighbor’s wife."” (Monotheism (Middle School - Grade 1 - 1st Semester): 81)

“"Whoever dies while still committing the greatest (kind of) polytheism is in hellfire
forever.” (Monotheism (Middle School - Grade 1 - 1st Semester): 82)

“A righteous act does not benefit [i.e., cancel out] polytheism, and so whoever dies

while adhering to the greatest [kind of] polytheism is among the people of hell even
if he is the most worshipful of people.” (Monotheism (Middle School - Grade 1 - 1st

Semester): 83)

“God described polytheism as an error.... Through polytheism, one is extremely
remote from the truth and the light, and in this way he will be far from the mercy
of God and His forgiveness, and he will not be shown any mercy and forgiveness.”
(Monotheism (Middle School - Grade 1 - 1st Semester): 84)

! For an overview of the Wahhabi interpretation of shirk and its political manifestations in Saudi his-
tory, see Elizabeth Sirriyeh, “Wahhabis, Unbelievers and the Problems of Exclusivism,” British Journal
of Middle Eastern Studies 16.2 (1989): 123-132.
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Heretics

The middle school textbooks on monotheism are especially critical of Shi‘a and Sufi

Muslims for venerating the graves of their imams and saints and for seeking their

intercession with God. Wahhabis consider these practices the greatest form of poly-

theism, placing one outside of the faith. The textbooks reflect this perspective but do

not explicitly say whether someone who engages in these practices is an apostate.
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“The Prophet forbade his grave from being the site of any festival lest it become

a pretext and a means to worship him aside from God... It is forbidden to use the
Prophet’s grave for a festival by doing things associated (with festivals) like using his
grave for a festival for prayer and other means of polytheism [shirk].” (Monotheism
(Middle School - Grade 1 - 1st Semester): 99)

“If there were people who received a portion of the scriptures and believed in idols,
as stated in the first verse, and if the Jews were among those who worshipped idols,
as in the second verse, and if there were those in previous religious communities
who used graves as places of worship, as in the third verse, then that will happen

in this religious community as well.” (Monotheism (Middle School - Grade 1 - 1st
Semester): 105)

“There are many examples of what those who excessively venerate and exaggerate
[al-ghulat] did with regard to the prophets and the righteous:

1) Exaggeration regarding the Prophet by praying to him or seeking his help aside
from God.

2) Exaggeration regarding the Prophet by swearing by him and not by God.
3) Exaggeration regarding Jesus by making him a god or a son of God.

4) Exaggeration regarding the saints and the righteous by building structures on
their graves, circumambulating them, prostrating on them, and praying to them
without God, powerful and holy.” (Monotheism (Middle School - Grade 1 -2nd
Semester): 12)

“Exaggeration regarding the Family of the Prophet by exalting them above the
station God gave them is one of the causes of polytheism [shirk]. People excessively
venerated them and fell into polytheism. Among the examples are: A) Praying to
those other than God and asking them for help during times of hardship. This is poly-
theism regarding God's divinity. B) Claiming that they have the power to manipulate
reality and command created things. This is polytheism regarding God's lordship. C)
Claiming that the have the ability to know the unseen realm, or that they know what
will happen until the Day of Judgment. This is polytheism regarding the names and
attributes (of God).” (Monotheism (Middle School - Grade 1 — 2nd Semester): 18)

“The Islamic Shari‘ah has banned all the means that lead to polytheism [shirk], even
if they include a way of worshipping God. Among them are using graves as places
where people get closer to God through prayer. The Shari‘ah has strictly forbidden
this, and the Noble Messenger warned against this.” (Monotheism (Middle School -
Grade 1 - 2nd Semester): 20)

“Those who use the graves of the prophets and the righteous as mosques are evil peo-
ple in the eyes of God.” (Monotheism (Middle School - Grade 1 — 2nd Semester): 20)

A SURVEY OF 2017-2018 SAUDI MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL TEXTBOOKS
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“"Why were these people evil in the eyes of God?
They were the worst in the sight of God for the following reasons:

1) Treat the graves as mosques, which was one of the greatest reasons they fell into
polytheism and made others do so. So they led themselves and others astray
when they instead had an obligation to guide themselves and others.

2) They introduced polytheism among themselves while they thought they were
doing good. They thought their work was actually worship and drawing closer to
God, so they strove for and prayed for it. This is a goal of ignorance and darkness.

3) They are misguiding people, and they are making them fall into polytheism
although on the outside they are worshipping God and praying to Him. They have
led themselves and others astray to polytheism. They disguise what they're doing
to the ignorant, and even if they publicly call for polytheism in the beginning and
are rejected, they continue their polytheism in a way that is outwardly a reform
but is really corruption and error.

4) They took some of the holiest and best places, which are the houses of God, to
transgress against Him and practice polytheism. Instead of mentioning His name
in these places—worshipping him, humbling themselves and submitting to Him
and His oneness, they caused these sites to be places where idols rather than
the name of God are mentioned.” (Monotheism (Middle School - Grade 1 - 2nd
Semester): 21)

“A hadith by Abd Allah Ibn Abbas said, ‘The Messenger of God has cursed women
who visit the graves and whoever uses them as mosques and puts lamps on them.’
He cursed those who lit lamps on them because that excess leads one to glorifying
them and worshipping such places.” (Monotheism (Middle School - Grade 1 - 2nd

Semester): 22)

“Punishment of the person who makes images
The Shari‘ah prooftexts indicate several punishments on the Day of Judgment for
those who make images:

1) They are the people tortured most on the Day of Judgment ...

2) On the Day of Judgment, God creates a torture in hell for every image a soul has
made ...

3) The one who makes images will have to breathe life into those pictures on the Day

of Judgment, and he will not be able to, but it will be a torture and punishment
for him.”” (Monotheism (Middle School - Grade 1 — 2nd Semester): 37-8)

"Polytheistic supplication Supplicating anyone other than God for something that
is in God's hands. This is the most deviant polytheism [shirk] putting one outside of
the religion of Islam. Examples include:

1) The polytheists supplicating their fake gods to attract benefits and push away evil.

2) The supplication of those who go to graves of saints to ask for forgiveness and to
save them from the pitfalls of life of the afterlife.” (Monotheism (Middle School -
Grade 1 -2nd Semester): 63)
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Apostasy

In classical Islamic law, apostasy from Islam is punishable by death if the apostate

does notrepent.? The 2017—2018 high school texts endorse this penalty, including for

those who make fun of God and His Prophet.
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“The punishment for apostasy is death. There is no distinction in that between a
man and a woman.” (Jurisprudence (1): 277)

“Killing the apostate, since fending off the corruption of his existence—like corrupt-
ing others among his people and children, causing dissension among the people,
and making them risk religion—is better than the benefit of him remaining....”
(Jurisprudence (3), 46)

“Death [for the apostate] if he does not repent.” (Jurisprudence (1) - Quarterly: 137)

“Anyone who makes fun of God, His verses, or His Prophet is an apostate. No
excuse is acceptable from him regardless of whether he repents or is killed for
infidelity.” (Interpretation (1): 109)

2 For an overview, see David Cook, “Apostasy from Islam: A Historical Perspective,” Jerusalem Studies

in Arabic and Islam 31 (2006): 248-288.
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Shunning

A pillar of Wahhabi religious practice is the doctrine of al-wala’ wa’l-bara’, frater-
nizing only with true Muslims and shunning nonbelievers and misguided Muslims.
The concept was elaborated in the teachings of Muhammad Ibn Abd al-Wahhab, the
eponymous founder of Wahhabism, who justified violence against his fellow Muslims
by arguing that they behaved like idolaters and so should be fought until they accepted
his beliefs. For decades, the kingdom has promoted the doctrine within its borders and
overseas. Even today, the government committee that issues fatwas proclaims on its
website that “hating infidels is obligatory because they are the enemies of God and His

messenger and the enemies of Muslims.” Another fatwa states that any Muslim who

calls for the “unity of religions” is an apostate.*
The 2017—2018 middle and high school textbooks endorse the doctrine al-wala’

wa’l-bara’.
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"God does not love unbelievers, and the Muslim does not love them because of that
and because they denied the book of God and His Messenger....God forbade loving
unbelievers.” (Monotheism (Middle School - Grade 1 - 2nd Semester): 53)

“Being loyal to Muslims and being the enemy of the infidels is the firmest handle of
faith.” (Monotheism (1): 163)

The textbooks urge Muslims to avoid befriending Jews and Christians because

they are presumed to be hostile to Islam:
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“There is no satisfying the Jews and Christians except by disbelieving in Islam and
following their faiths.” (Interpretation (2): 78)

“Explanation of the plotting of the Jews, and their effort to divide the ranks of

o Olsg il Olyeill 235 ualunsll Suge  Islam, unsettle the dogma of Muslims, and sow doubts and base desires among

them.” (Interpretation (2): 116)
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http://www.alifta.net/Search/ResultDetails.aspx?languagename=ar&lang=ar&view=result&-
fatwaNum=&FatwaNumID=&ID=11337&searchScope=3&SearchScopeLevels1=&Search-
ScopeLevels2=&highLight=1&SearchType=exact&SearchMoesar=false&bookID=&Left-
Val=0&RightVal=0&simple=&SearchCriteria=allwords&PagePath=&siteSection=1&searchkey-
word=2161652171382161822161672161730322171332161852171342171370322161672171322171302161
792161830322171362161672171322161682161770322161672171322171332161762171312171362161772
17138217134+#firstKeyWordFound
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sar=false&bookID=&LeftVal=0&RightVal=0&simple=&SearchCriteria=all-
words&PagePath=&siteSection=1&searchkeyword=21617021618521617021616-
8216177032216177216175216169032216181216177217138216173216169#firstKeyWordFound
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Nevertheless, one passage in a middle school textbook on monotheism encour-
ages treating unbelievers kindly and with justice:

dolstl] pucng e Juislly ol Ol (0 o iy ¥ “Hating them does not prevent you from being good and just toward them, treating
gaslly ogalls & 59 s Al ) 0giseds pgme them well, calling them to God, and not oppressing them or transgressing against
them.” (Monotheism (Middle School - Grade 1 - 2nd Semester): 54)

The passage is drawn from Qur’an 60:8: “God does not forbid you from dealing
with kindness and justice with those who did not make war against you on account of
religion and did not expel you from your homes. Indeed God loves the just.”

Another passage counsels students to judge sinners on a sliding scale, not in
absolute terms:

O 48 Loy olsll pluall oy s lillas Las lis od | Thiis is not absolute hatred; rather, the Muslim loves the sinner to the extent of what
Sleaslls szl e 4 ey pasns pllall Jaslls olagl faith and righteous action is in him, and he hates to the extent of immorality and
disobedience in him. (Monotheism (Middle School - Grade 1 - 2nd Semester): 54)

Still, passages that encourage religious tolerance are rare—two were found in the
3,000 pages of text studied. Their infrequency means they likely do little to ameliorate
the intolerant passages.

A SURVEY OF 2017-2018 SAUDI MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL TEXTBOOKS

11



12

Jihad

Several passages in the high school textbooks urge violent jihad against nonbelievers

for rejecting Islam:
L3 pgiseas JUSII Buslene

Saleall Sl e dala) - 3

S 3 dy il e spdenilly alll Lew 3 Slgedl e Cll - 4
259 Al &S sMel alll b 3 Slazdl oo LI O Ol - 5
4.13)

eolB Ll Codls pasilie (anj 0ly 9 LSUI Jol uid - 6
el Ishsy o

GloY 385l Gl o dily (et gy JUSII ol Juad
3ol

U3 i 4y o] yell 5 Al dels 3 agadl s solged] - Slodlacas
o) i Lo AL JLasl Qak,nm Al ZolS Ve adzmall
8955 548 :alll o B Sladl (Ve Capiodl i 3 ()
2159 Opadunad) 36 g el pliw

“Among the types of jihad are striving with the infidels by proselytizing them and
fighting them.” (Hadith (2): 197)

"3 — Being severe against enemy non-believers.

4 — Encouraging jihad in the path of God and warning against neglecting that

5 - Explaining that the aim of jihad in the path of God is to make the word of God
supreme and spread His religion.

6 — Exposing the people of the Book, explaining the falsity of their doctrines, and
encouraging fighting them until they give the jiyza [tax].” (Interpretation (1): 94,
explaining Sura Tawba, the Qur’an’s ninth sura)

“The virtue of waging jihad on unbelievers and waging jihad of the self, and this is
a way to attain guidance and to be supported in finding the truth.” (Interpretation
(Middle School - Grade 1 - 2nd Semester): 44)

Terminology — jihad: exerting effort in obedience to God, and its meaning [in this
hadith] is: fighting the enemies to make the Word of God supreme... Among the
good actions that the Prophet elucidated in this hadith are...3) Jihad in the path of
God: it is the pinnacle of Islam, and the means of dignity and victory for Muslims.”
(Hadith (Middle School - Grade 1 - 1st Semester): 30)

In amiddle school textbook on social and national studies, conquest of infidel

lands is praised as a pious act of jihad:

wlwgébwl o9 80zl 858 (o Ogaducall 4 jua3 Laly
Owaducall Hlanls & y=all ode gl Ud8 . bodll dalS BMisYy
00 o0 15553 i ol 528 Ogalucall 2B 03 sl elle JiBg

Lwa3V [)AAH&Q‘::A

B Bs20s Ialgzr et gatall e egilos25 (3 Osmletall sl
Gsaeaall 305 05382 1595 (2 (e el plol I35 4l e
85l ags die..

“When Muslims were able to distinguish themselves by their strength of belief, their
love of jihad in the path of God, and opposing the word of the Visigoths, the battle
ended with the Muslims winning and the death of the king of the Visigoths. Then
the conquests of the Muslims followed until they controlled most of the Andalusian
cities.” (Social and National Studies (Middle School - Grade 2 - 2nd Semester): 23)

“The Ottomans proceeded with their military conquests in accordance with the
Islamic method of jihad and missionizing in the path of God. They stood against the
Byzantines that had threatened the Muslims since the time of the Prophet...." (Social
and National Studies (Middle School - Grade 2 - 2nd Semester): 93)

Some passages in religious studies textbooks glorify jihad without explicitly say-

ing that it excludes fighting:
o Blsll5 ol pli 395 58 Il Al S 3 2lg2d)
Al Bgsall CIIS Wiy pdadl (5 s s Al I Bge )
Ol (o0 ¥l eluts dseit Lod B3 JBAN! Ll dadie o3
SMJIg Jlga¥l e oMl gl yoaddly Uil oo slaodl Bus.
psadall gsl
s 5 dlll sl o 85 e dolo Jasw sl Bosdl s
9l olgz oo dide Cmo o Iy O e tde dlll 5o Lo U o
ol pasy oo Bos e i S e (439 B9 ymay el

“Jihad in the path of God is the pinnacle of Islam, and its purpose is calling to God
and spreading the religion of Islam, which is why calling to God is preferred over
fighting, in contradiction to what the enemies of Islam say is the purpose of jihad,
that it is to kill, to destroy, and to take forcefully money and land.” (Hadith (2): 48)

“Blameworthy fear is fear borne by someone for abandoning what God requires
of him or for doing what God forbade. For example, someone abandons without
excuse what is required of him for jihad or for commanding right and forbidding
wrong out of fear of some of the people.” (Monotheism (Middle School - Grade 1 -
2nd Semester): 59)
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And finally, some passages are quotations from Islamic scripture that are repro-

duced without context or comment:
Osabuall (aliad 5adl Ssalunall Jilh) i delud o3 Y
el ) sl Jsied el ol ey (0 058 it i
oo @l 4B 21 Y1 dlBls LAls 354 Mt alll s b pluss b
Sopdl yomd.

f)l.w)’l fLw 89,3 dll Jowws 99 Sl

“The Hour will not come until the Muslims fight the Jews, and the Muslims will kill
them until the Jews will hide behind the rocks and the trees. The rocks and the
trees will say: O Muslim, O servant of God, there is a Jew behind me, come and kill
him — except for the ghargad tree which is a tree of the Jews.” (Monotheism (2): 102,
quoting a hadith from Bukhari, Muslim, and others)

“Jihad in the path of God is the pinnacle of Islam.” (Hadith (2): 197; Interpretation (1):
97, paraphrasing a hadith from Nawawi and others: “The head of the matter is Islam,
its pillar is prayer, and its pinnacle is jihad.”)
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Women, Gay Men, and lllicit Sex

In keeping with Wahhabi religious strictures, the books recommend isolating women

from strangers:

4oV ol pall dodlas Jz I Gls o, | "It is forbidden to shake hands with a woman who is not close relative.” (Jurispru-
dence (1) - Quarterly: 148)

Loyl aslis Gl 5 @)l B eludly Jlo 1 b3 o5 It is forbidden to be close to women at work, in schools, in parties, and in similar
s 4l log odasdl ss. | Places.” (Jurisprudence (1) - Quarterly: 149)

pom0 i 81,a)l iw e, “Itis forbidden for women to travel alone without a mahram [guardian].” (Jurispru-
dence (1) - Quarterly: 149)

S N gl glimly Yy L V] Ayl 8,001 s o131 I @ sick woman can only find a male doctor and treatment requires revealing part of
O3V Lle ol Le LS gz M6 Mia L3IS i oe o5, Der body, like her ear for example, she can only reveal the ear.” (Jurisprudence (3): 42)

(3815 Lo dsy y301 Ly ol 15 £ o sl 0T Lzmadas 81,001 | A woman is inherently shyer than a man; this is why the Shari'ah commands her to
alsiall 2oV (a5 el I 3o asdly sl oo g3 s o do what is in accordance with her nature with regard to covering and separating
o b5 i (oY1 Ul ) 5 gl s 58 clliy herself from men. Among the laws connected with this are the command to conceal
) sl 55U the face from men who are not relatives and the prohibition against mixing with
men in the workplace.” (Hadith (Middle School - Grade 1 - 2nd Semester): 33)

The high school textbooks also advocate beating women when they disobey and
stoning them to death if they have an affair:
890l wie 0 yall s Lils | “Hitting [your wife] is only permitted when necessary.” (Interpretation (2): 174)

lpaz )l sl 0l o 81,0l JI sl b azls  “...go and check on [that man’s] wife, if she admits adultery, then stone her.” (Juris-
prudence (3): 83)

Sy iz bxlzadly o2 )l 33 13 o= “The judgment of adultery is stoning to death.”(Jurisprudence (1) - Quarterly: 154)

Similarly, gay men are to be stoned to death regardless of whether they are married:

& Jgmielly Jeldll Jxid Judl blgl) digie slalel) jams JBs  “Some of the ulama say the punishment for sodomy for is death, so the giver and
the receiver should be killed regardless of whether they are married.” (Jurispru-
dence (1): 256)

Sl 4sS blsll as Of 1 slgddl) jsaez 03, | “The majority of jurists say the punishment for sodomy is the same as the punish-
ment for adultery [i.e., stoning to death].” (Jurisprudence (1) - Quarterly: 161)

O:LAN):ﬁ(aiQ:;umUlsi ¢l gus.
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he USCIRF review of the textbooks for the
2012-2013 and 2013-2014 academic years
revealed intolerant passages. None, however,
were as intolerant as the passages in textbooks from
previous years, like those discovered by the ICRD
in textbooks for the 2011-2012 school year. Several
passages endorsed interreligious friendship, a sen-
timent also lacking in previous years. Still, it could
not be determined whether the improvements in the
2012-2014 school textbooks were part of a new trend or
if these findings were biased by the few books available
for study.

This review revealed an apparent reversal in the
previous trend toward tolerance in Saudi textbooks. In
terms of their content, the 2017-2018 textbooks are more
like the 2011-2012 textbooks studied by ICRD than the
2012-2014 textbooks. As in the 2011-2012 Jurisprudence
textbooks (ICRD report, 69), the 2017-2018 books say
Muslims who convert to another religion should be
killed. The two Jurisprudence textbooks for 2013, by
contrast, do not call for the execution of apostates or
sorcerers. Instead, the textbooks stress that the apostate
should be treated like any other nonbeliever. Like the
2011-2012 books (ICRD report, 79-80), the 2017-18 books
extol jihad and violence against infidels.

The 2017-2018 textbooks also include topics not
found in ICRD’s study. For example, they condemn
gay men and support the views of jurists who assess
that sexual relations between them is punishable by
death. ICRD’s study did not focus on gay men, and the
2012-2014 textbook study only turned up one passage
that addressed gay men, condemning it. The passage,
however, did not call for the death penalty for gay men.
The 2017-2018 textbooks are more akin to Saudi text-
books from the early years of the previous decade before
the Saudi government promised to reform its curricu-
la.® Theyreflect core Wahhabi doctrines and not other
trends of Islamic scholarship that are more accepting.

In line with Saudi Vision 2030, Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman stated that he is “determined to
build a thriving country in which all citizens can ful-
fill their dreams, hopes and ambitions.” Critical to the
success of this vision will be the advancement of religious
freedom in Saudi Arabia, including school textbooks
that reflect religious tolerance and eschew hatred and
violence. Full implementation of such revisions - which
the Saudi government has publicly committed to for more
than 15 years - would send a clear signal that the govern-
ment is fully embracing a more accepting and tolerant
religious curriculum in its public education system con-
sistent with international human rights standards.

® Compare with Amon Groiss, The West, Christians and Jews in
Saudi Arabian Schoolbooks, Center for Monitoring the Impact

of Peace, American Jewish Committee (2003), http://www.
ajcarchives.org/main.php?Groupingld=4070; and Nina Shea and
Ali Al-Ahmed, “Saudi Arabia’s Curriculum of Intolerance with
Excerpts from Saudi Ministry of Education Textbooks for Islamic
Studies,” Center for Religious Freedom (2006), https://files.eric.
ed.gov/fulltext/ED500608.pdf.
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